
sometimes it’s the most innocuous  
events that provide the greatest thrills. One 
week into 2017, William Medcalf Vintage 
Bentley launched the first of its new open 
showroom mornings at the company HQ in 
Hill Brow, West Sussex. To mark the occasion, 
customers and Octane readers were invited 
along – and the result was a wonderful gathering 
of a wide and wild variety of classics.

A team of marshals was needed to direct 
visitors around the overflowing car parks, with 
pre-war machinery allowed pride of place next 
to the showroom, post-war classics next door, 
and moderns tucked away round the back of 
the neighbouring industrial estate. 

A trail of oil led to the heavily campaigned 
Itala of David and Karen Ayre, the oldest of all 
the cars present. London dealer Gregor Fisken 
turned up with wife and kids packed into their 
lovely 4½ Litre Maythorn Saloon, the last in a 
line-up of ten pre-war cars that also included  
a tiny (especially noticeable in this company of 
behemoths) T-series MG and a fascinating 
James Young-bodied Bentley 4¼ Sedanca 
Coupé with parallel-opening doors. 
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From top
Inside the showroom; the Royal Automobile Club brought  
its mobile catering unit; Louise Cartledge’s patinated 3 Litre.

The next car park was less spectacular but 
just as eclectic in content. A rorty-sounding 
MGB GT, a Riley Special, a Minor Tourer just 
restored as part of a wedding hire business, 
several Morgan three-wheelers, a Mk1 Cortina, 
an XK150, a Defender, Bentleys Mulsanne and 
Arnage… You get the idea. As for the packed 
moderns car park, there was amusement when 
someone called out ‘Does anyone here have a 
Continental GT?’ and several hands went up. 

The big draw of the morning, though, was 
the chance to see behind the scenes at the 
Medcalf facility. Nothing was out of bounds, 
including the restoration areas, the engine 
shop, the stores and the new mezzanine, where 
the recently discovered 1928 Le Mans Bentley 
chassis nestles alongside the Medcalf family 
Minor van and William’s racing Mini.

The company holds 1100 lines of stock  
for vintage Bentleys. Complete gasket sets?  
No problem. New, stronger differential and 
halfshafts? Yes – perfect for rallying, which 
tends to destroy the standard items. 

With all this over, William put out an 
‘attention paddock’ notice over the PA for 
everyone to return to their cars for a convoy to 
Brooklands, to view the newly revealed start-
finish straight (see page 27).

Wish you hadn’t missed out? The Medcalf 
open showroom mornings will take place every 
Saturday, from 9am to noon.  
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